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Persuasive Essay Rubric         
Name: _____________________________     Block: ________     Date: ________________

	Area
	Criteria
	Exceptional (4-5)
	Average

(2-3)
	Needs Improvement (0-1)

	 Introduction
	· Includes hook (quote)
	
	
	

	
	· Bridge includes explanation of quote
	
	
	

	
	· Bridge includes author and title
	
	
	

	
	· Counter-argument is acknowledged
	
	
	

	
	· Thesis statement is included and clear
	
	
	

	First

Opinion
	· Topic sentence states the major point
	
	
	

	
	· Supporting evidence is included
	
	
	

	
	· Direct sentence/passage included
	
	
	

	
	· Closing sentence is included
	
	
	

	Second
Opinion
	· Topic sentence states the major point
	
	
	

	
	· Supporting evidence is included
	
	
	

	
	· Direct sentence/passage included
	
	
	

	
	· Closing sentence is included
	
	
	

	Conclusion
	· Restate thesis statement 
	
	
	

	
	· Paraphrasing main points
	
	
	

	
	· Deep thought or call to action
	
	
	

	Mechanics
	· Spelling and grammar are correct
	 0-3 mistakes
	4-6 mistakes
	7-10 mistakes

	
	· Internal documentation is correct
	
	
	

	Organization
	· Indented paragraphs
	
	
	

	
	· Transitions improve flow
	
	
	


