Courtney Maida

Follow-Up Mini-Lesson on Compound Sentences

Additional Work with Compound Sentences

Combining a complete sentence with a fragment or a single word:
(For this exercise, I will have students cover everything after the coordinating conjunction and read aloud what is uncovered.  They will then cover everything before the coordinating conjunction and read it aloud.  Anything that cannot stand alone as a complete sentence cannot be combined to make a compound sentence and needs to be revised.)

NO: Katniss needs to survive, and does.

YES:  Katniss needs to survive, and she does. 

YES:  Katniss needs to survive, and she does this by fighting.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
NO:  Peeta formed an alliance with the Careers, and then left it.

YES:  Peeta formed an alliance with the Careers, and he then left it.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
NO:  Katniss, and Peeta  won the Hunger Games.

Write your own correct version of the NO sentence as a compound sentence below.

YES: Katniss won the Hunger Games and Peeta won the Games with her.  
Combining two complete sentences with a coordinating conjunction that does not make sense:

(For this exercise, students will read the entire sentence aloud to hear that the current coordinating conjunction does not make sense.  They will then find each and every coordinating conjunction that works, and all of the coordinating conjunctions that do not work for each example.)

NO:  Peeta is really hurt, or he needs help to live. (but, nor, yet)

YES: Peeta is really hurt, and he needs help to live. (for, so)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
NO:  Katniss hunts well, but she is able to find food in the Hunger Games. (or, yet, nor, for)

YES:  Katniss hunts well, so she is able to find food in the Hunger Games. (and)

For the following sentence, fill in ALL of the coordinating conjunctions that do not work in the NO example.  For the yes example, fill in ALL of the coordinating conjunctions that make sense.  You should have seven coordinating conjunctions listed in total. (BOYSFAN)

NO:  Rue is not from District 12, ____so____ Katniss forms an alliance with her in the Hunger Games.

Which other coordinating conjunctions do NOT work in this sentence?

__for, nor, or__________________________

YES:  Rue is not from District 12, ___but_____ Katniss forms an alliance with her in the Hunger Games.

Which other coordinating conjunctions work in this sentence?

____and, yet__________
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