Chestnut Hill Middle School

Miss Maida

English 8

Lesson # 4

February 7, 2011

Time Frame: 38 minutes

Learning Context:

During this unit, students will be reading The Contender by Robert Lipsyte.  Last week, we began reading the book and charted characters, had a lesson and began charting symbolism, and read through chapter five.  Today, we will begin vocabulary lessons and continue reading the novel.  At the end of this unit, students will take an exam and write a persuasive essay on The Contender.
Objectives and Understandings:

· Long-Term Objectives:

· Students will learn about challenges for teens in urban areas. 

·  Students will understand themes within The Contender and be able to connect them to life.

· Students will be able to debate elements of plot.

·  Students will be able to analyze characters.

· Students will be able to appreciate the complexity of historical fiction.

· Short-Term Objectives:

· Students will be able to organize the sequence of events from chapter five by laying out the slips of paper in chronological order with a partner.

· Students will be able to use context clues to determine the meaning of the vocabulary words.
· Students will be able to examine words and discover the definition, rather than only access a dictionary for the definition.  

· Students will be able to write a text to self connection between their lives and Mr. Donatelli’s character.  

Essential Questions:

· What is success?

· What is freedom?

· What civil rights are most important?

· Why are civil rights important?

Rationale:

· Students:  Defining these words correctly will allow you to further understand this week’s reading from book and develop your vocabulary arsenal to use in your personal lives.

· Administrators:  Building students’ vocabulary knowledge is necessary to prepare them for high school.  Continually expanding their knowledge of vocabulary will also allow students to become higher achievers on state exams.
· Critical Pedagogues: Students will be able to make better understanding of various conversations, other texts, and more in their own lives through the development and extension of their vocabulary.  Since vocabulary is such a broad topic and can be applied to an endless number of situations and texts, this information will benefit students for the rest of their lives in being able to use it themselves and better understand things around them.
Background Knowledge and Skills:

· Students have some received vocabulary instruction in previous English classes.

· Students have begun the novel and are aware of the context in which the vocabulary words will appear.

Standards:

· Standard 2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

· : 8th Grade Performance Indicators: (Reading)
· Recognize how the author’s use of language creates images or feelings
Summary:  In this lesson, I will give a mini lesson on vocabulary.  Students will have time in class to work on the vocabulary activity.  We will then continue reading chapter six in the novel.  
Procedure:

After students have entered the room, I will pass out the summary activity.  

In this activity students will have to take the individual sentences that comprise the summary for chapter five and arrange them in sequential order.  I will give students the directions and allow them to work in groups for about 3 minutes to arrange chapter five’s summary.  After they have completed the summaries, I will instruct students to turn over their summaries to see if they got it right.  On the back of the summary, the individual pieces/sentences will spell out “contender.”  If students have the correct order, they will be able to read their word.  This activity allows students to check their work themselves.  

Vocabulary lesson:

I have created a worksheet for students; I will pass it out now.  Before passing it out, I will tell students to make sure their folder check table of contents is up to date.  I’ll review with them what each page is that currently belongs in the folder.  While I pass out the worksheet, I will explain the directions.  I will also explain the selection of words to students.

The categories on the chart/worksheet are word, my definition, dictionary definition, comparison, and synonyms/antonyms.  The vocabulary used will be for both chapters six and seven.

I will complete an example word for students.  I’ll model the word encased on the Elmo with students, completing each of the steps.  Providing a teacher-modeled example for students will help students more clearly understand the task.

After the explanation, students will have class time to continue reading and complete the remaining vocabulary words for chapter six.  They will be instructed to fill in the information for the words as they come across them in the text, using context clues to help them with their definition of the words.  If they finish this task and reading chapter six in class, they have no homework.  If they do not finish the vocabulary activity and/or chapter six, completion of these will be their homework.  

With about five minutes of class left, I will stop students and have them take note of where they left off.  I will explain the ticket out the door activity.  We will quickly discuss who Mr. Donatelli is in The Contender, and I will read the students their task as I pass out the activity.

When students are finished and class is over, they may leave.

Extension:

Students will be completing their vocabulary activity and reading chapter six.  Students will also connect the text to their own lives with the help of the ticket out the door activity.

Accommodations: Directions will be read aloud for all students.
Kinesthetic- The summary activity is hands-on and will allow kinesthetic learners the opportunity to move, use their hands, and benefit from the activity.

Visual- The chart will help learners who benefit most from visual activities.  

Auditory- Reading the summary aloud and explaining directions will help those students who are auditory learners.
Assessment/Rubrics: I will assess students’ engagement and success by monitoring their progress during the classroom vocabulary activity and checking their answers to the comprehension questions to see who is reading for homework.

Reflections on Teaching:

Materials, Resources, and/or Handouts:

The Contender
Vocabulary worksheet

Ticket out the door

Summary mix up

Elmo

