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The Contender
Unit Test

Directions: Read each question, and choose the best answer
from the choices below.  Fill in the correct answer on your 

answer sheet.  Answer all of the questions.  (1 point per question)
Part 1: Character descriptions

Choose the best description for each of the characters below. 

1.  Which description best describes Alfred Brooks at the beginning of The Contender?

1. persistent

2. easily gives up

3. college educated

4. drug addict
2.  Which of the following words does not describe Mr. Donatelli?


1. straightforward 


2. mentor


3. coach


4. selfish

3. Read this passage.  

“They stared at the stoop.  A shuddering old man crouched alongside the stairs, behind a garbage pail.  Poor old wino, thought Alfred.”

Which word best describes how James is portrayed in this passage?

1. healthy

2. energetic

3. struggling

4. content
4.  Aunt Pearl provides both ________ and ________ for Alfred.

1.  a job and money
2.  shelter and spiritual guidance

3.  food and water
4.  a cell phone and clothes

5. Which of the following choices does not describe Major?

1. malicious
2. bully

3. dishonest

4. compassionate
Part 2: Plot
Choose the best answer for each of the following questions.

6.  The setting for the novel takes place in an area of New York City known as   _____.
1. Manhattan

2. Harlem
3. Brooklyn

4. Queens

7.  After James gets caught robbing the grocery store for the first time, what do Major and Hollis do to Alfred?

1. Major and Hollis have dinner with Alfred.

2. Major and Hollis go to the movies with Alfred.

3. Major and Hollis beat Alfred up.

4. Major and Hollis invite Alfred to the park.
8.  What was the excuse that Alfred gave Aunt Pearl when he came home bruised, swollen, and bloody?

1. He was knocked off of an old stone fence by a dog.

2. He tripped, fell, and hurt himself.

3. He got beat up in the boxing ring.

4. He got beat up by neighborhood boys.
9.  Which of the following is not a reason that Alfred starts training to be a boxer?

1. He needs to know if he has what it takes to be a contender.

2. He wants to prove that he is serious about his commitments.

3. He eventually wants to be a professional boxer.

4. He wants to beat up Major.
10.  Where does Alfred hit rock bottom in the novel?

1. Manhattan

2. Donatelli’s Gym

3. Coney Island

4. Epstein’s store

11.  Where do the boxing matches take place?

1. Apollo Theater

2. Madison Square Garden

3. Central Park

4. Rockefeller Center

12.  Who is the injured boxer that continues to haunt Alfred’s thoughts?

1. Jose

2. Denny

3. Rivera

4. Griffin
13.  Which of the following sentences does not describe Elston Hubbard, the opponent in Alfred’s last boxing match?

1. He is an ex-Marine.

2. He is disrespectful.  

3. He has more experience than Alfred.

4. He is larger than Alfred.
14.  At the end of the novel, why did Alfred most likely quit boxing?

1. He didn’t have enough money to train anymore.

2. He realized he didn’t need boxing to be a contender in life.

3. He didn’t have the “killer instinct.”

4. He didn’t like boxing anymore.

15.  In this novel, the author’s purpose is most likely to  

1. explain the relationships between teenagers and adults

2. analyze the journey of life

3. tell about teen drug use

4. describe the training schedule of a boxer
Part 3: Vocabulary

Choose the answer that best defines the selected word from each sentence.

16.  Read the sentence below.

“But the bony hands were sure and quick as the old man stuffed small jars and rolls of tape into the valise.”

The word “valise” means about the same as 

1. small suitcase

2. box

3. trunk

4. car

17.   Read the sentence below.

“Bud’s gaunt face seemed to get blacker.”

What does the word “gaunt” mean?

1. healthy

2. chubby

3. extremely thin

4. rough

18.  Read the sentence below.


“Red leaned forward, his skin flushing with sudden blood.”

What does the word “sudden” mean?

1. happening slowly

2. serious

3. expected

4. happening quickly
19.  Read the sentence below.

“Seedy men with mashed-in faces waved their cigars at tall, well-dressed businessmen carrying attaché cases.”

The word “seedy” means about the same as 

1. poorly kept

2. friendly

3. clean

4. rude
20.  Read the sentence below.

“A dignified little man in a bright blue tuxedo climbed through the ropes and pulled down a microphone from the tangle of wires and blazing lights over the ring.
The word “dignified” means 

1. showing or expressing honor

2. showing or expressing sadness

3. showing or expressing friendliness

4. showing or expressing cleanliness

21.  Read the sentence below.

“…Spoon driving carefully as the clean, well-kept buildings in the quiet white neighborhoods gave way to shabby houses on streets filled with black children and garbage.”
What does the word “shabby” mean?

1. clean

2. luxurious

3. tidy

4. showing signs of wear or neglect

Part 4:  Literary Elements

Read the following questions, and choose the best answer for each question.

22.  Read the following passage.

“Alfred leaned back in his chair.  ‘I’ve been thinking.  I’m gonna continue my education.’”

This passage best identifies Alfred as which type of the following characters?

1. static

2. protagonist

3. dynamic

4. antagonist
23.  Read the following passage.

“‘It’s the climbing that makes the man.  Getting to the top is an extra reward.”

The theme given in this passage means that it’s not the outcome that matters

1. because the journey makes the man who he is.

2. because everyone can get to the top.

3. since not everyone deserves a reward.

4. it’s making money along the way that matters.
24.  Why is it so important to have Mr. Donatelli remain a static character in The Contender?

1. He is not a major character, so he is not important.

2. Static characters are often bad, and he is not bad.

3. He can provide support that Alfred needs throughout his journey.  

4. He can provide change that the plot needs to get to the climax of the story.


25.  The stairs to Donatelli’s Gym are one of the most important symbols in the novel.  These stairs represent Alfred’s journey—both in boxing and in life.  Which of the following is not a way that the stairs represent his journey?

1. They are hard to climb.

2. They are easy to fall down.

3. They top is so far away.

4. They have many landings to take breaks on.
